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AGTA’s PROFESSIONAL LEARNING RESOURCES 

http://www.agta.asn.au/Resources/TeachingResources/index.php  



“I’m a geographer, frankly, I’m proud of that fact 
even if I have to explain when I meet someone 
exactly what it is a geographer does.” 
Random geographer blogger 

“It is getting harder and harder in conversation to 
raise one or other of the most basic subjects in 
geography—agriculture, rivers and population—
without a flicker of panic crossing the other 
person’s face. You are no longer talking about a 
neutral subject.” 
 Robert Butler in the “The Economist” 2010 



Why the change!! 
“No one feels smarter after learning by 
heart a list of all the capital cities of the 
world.  
Teaching geography today needs to catch 
up with the actual complexity and 
interactivity of the world to become useful 
and recognised again.” 

            National Geographic  2013 

 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UF50wfEfGFQ  



Key professional learning questions for thinking 
 
1. What is geographical thinking? 
 
2. What makes geography geography? 
 
3. What makes geography teaching geography 

teaching? 
 
 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
Geography/Concepts-for-developing-
geographical-understanding  http://www.geogspace.edu.au/supporting-

units/thinking-geographically/tg-
illustration2.html  

Thinking 
geographically 



A WAY OF THINKING ABOUT 
GEOGRAPHICAL LEARNING 

The grammar of geography 
The conceptual understandings 
involved in thinking geographically  
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The vocabulary of geography 
The knowledge and skills of 
geography  
 
 
 
 
 

The geographical vocabulary is a means 
to an end and not an end in itself! 



To explore for the future 

http://acleadersresource.sa.edu.au/
index.php?page=what_you_value   



A CONCEPT IS?  

• A general idea derived from specific instances or occurrences 
• Something formed in the mind, a thought or notion 
• An abstract or psychological thing that can be understood, operate with and 
apply 
• A tool of inquiry 
• An aspect of thought  
• A unit of thought in terms of what one thinks 
• May lead into judgments, propositions or even theories 
• Helps frame predictions 
• Concepts occur within theories but a theory with general acceptance can 
become a concept 
• Concepts have a tendency to be referred to in connection with the general 
rather than singular terms 
• Are often used to organise/group and classify thoughts 
• Concepts can be developed, changed, discovered and invented 
• Are something understood, reasoned or imagined 



Concepts and thinking 
“Concepts are to us like the air we breathe. 
They are everywhere. They are essential to 
our lives, but we rarely notice them. Yet only 
when we have conceptualized a thing in 
some way, only then, can we think about it.” 

http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/thinking-with-concepts/525  



Meaning making 
“We approach virtually everything as something 
that can be given meaning by the power of our 
minds to create a conceptualization and to 
make inferences on the basis of it.”  

http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/thinking-with-concepts/525  



All "content" involves concepts. There is no 
way to learn a body of content without 
learning the concepts which define and 
structure it. There is no way to learn a 
concept without learning how to use it in 
thinking something through. Hence, to learn 
the concept of democracy is to learn how to 
figure out whether some group is functioning 
democratically or not. 

Concepts and Content 

http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/thinking-with-concepts/525  



 
The need to articulate the nature of Geography – 
concisely but accurately for modern Geography.  

 
Create an age-appropriate, engaging and 

student relevant  sound bite of no more than 
two sentences for your students for when 
they ask “what is geographical thinking?” 

 
 

A sound bite is a short clip of speech from a longer piece, often used to promote or 
exemplify the full length piece. A sound bite is characterised by a short phrase or 
sentence that captures the essence of what the speaker is trying to communicate.trto 
say, and is used to summarize information and entice the reader or viewer 
 

CREATING A SOUND BITE! 



THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM: GEOGRAPHY THROUGH 
THE GEOGRAPHICAL LENS 

The concepts are the lens through which students develop 
understandings in Geography 



GEOGRAPHICAL THINKING 



• The concept of environment refers to the biosphere including living and non-living elements.   
• The environment has intrinsic value and is essential to, and interconnected with on-going human 
wellbeing.   
• Environments which have been significantly altered and created by human activities such as 
rural or built environments (constructed urban places) are sub sets of the bio-physical 
environment. 
• Geographers also identify with and study social, cultural, economic and political 
environments. 

Environment          The human-environment link 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/humanplanetexplorer  

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=Z0qGvC3vqaA  



http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/humanplanetexplorer  



•  Interconnection refers to the linking of places, environments 
and spatial patterns  either by tangible links such as roads, 
railways or by intangible links such as political, economic systems 
or electronic systems.  
•  Interconnections are important in understanding why things are 
changing or need to be changed in different places or 
environments.  
• Interconnections may occur between features of the physical 
environment (effect on water on soil), human environment (impact 
of political decision on industry )or between physical environment 
and human environment features (impact of water on cities). 

Interconnection        All things are connected  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysa5OBhXz-Q  



http://planefinder.net  

https://www.flightradar24.com/34.13,-67.04/4  



http://www.marinetraffic.com  



•  Places, environments and spatial patterns alter over time.  
•  Changes may be quite slow as is the movement of the tectonic plates or they might be quite 

rapid as the advancement of a bushfire.  
•  Places, environments and spatial patterns may be in a state of equilibrium or inertia with little 

change occurring over a long period of time until an event such as a flood, cyclone or political 
decision occurs, which rapidly alters the place, environments or patterns.  

•  Change is about the future as well as the past.   

Change               The geographical past and future 

http://vimeo.com/27376376  

http://www.gapminder.org    Urban World app 



Impacts of Social Change 



The ritual of mating has changed. Two 
generations ago, getting married was the thing 
to do soon after leaving school. There is now a 
more considered process. The late teens and 
the 20s are spent trialling and testing before 
making a final decision on the partnership 
issue in the late 20s. Today’s brides are older, 
wiser and more self-confident. The grooms are 
pushing 30. Same-sex partnerships have 
become ‘unexceptional’. 

The 30s are a time of 
consolidation, of children, 
and of work for both 
partners.  

The 20s – Life-style 
orientated. Focused on 
travel and ‘going out’. 
Prefer living near to 
where they work and 
‘close to the action’. 

It is also the point at which 
couples want a bigger, better, 
“kidsier” house – often the 
detached, suburban-based 
dwelling. But not always.  

Late 30, early 40s — when modern 
couples are most likely to divorce. 
Generally mum stays in the family home 
while dad opts for up an inner-city 
bachelor pad.  

Work 
pressures 
peak in the 
40s.  

After the family focus of 
the 40s comes the 
‘empty-nestering’ of the 
50s. Some choose to 
downsize to apartment 
living – driven by lifestyle 
factors.  



The late 70s+. This is a space colonised by 
the pre-boomer the frugal generation. They 
remember WWII. They either fought in wars, 
recalled the Great Depression, and raised 
children in the pre-welfare world. They asked 
for and got nothing. Many cling to the family 
home until the nursing home becomes the 
only viable alternative.  

The baby boomers are remaking the 60s. Gone 
are the cardigans, the day in the garden and lawn-
bowls. A new narrative has been written on how to 
live this stage in the life cycle. They are busy 
spending their (often generous) superannuation 
benefits on travel and other  life-style related 
activities. Many have elected to downsize to 
apartments (or other forms of medium density 
housing) that better matched their lifestyle 
aspirations. Many choose to remain engaged in 
the workforce on a part-time capacity.  
 

Mid-late 50s the focus 
on work gives way to 
lifestyle considerations. 
Travel is de rigueur. 
Travel chat is uber de 
rigueur. 

Mid-70s – Mobility issues 
limit the amount of travel. 
For many cruising 
becomes the only viable 
holiday option. 



http://www.gapminder.org    

http://www.gapminder.org    



•  Sustainability addresses the ongoing capacity of Earth to maintain all life.  
•  Sustainability is a broad social goal linking on-going natural environmental (ecological) 

wellbeing with human (social and economic) wellbeing.  
•  Whilst focussing on the environmental sustainability of the natural world, geographers 

also talk about social, economic and political sustainability – the quadruple bottom-line. 

Sustainability         Sustaining life on Earth  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5LHwY8X_JI  



http://myfootprint.org/en/  

http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/gfn/page/calculators/  



•  Human and natural features have locations within space.  
•  Within a space we can locate human features, such as a 

town or a specific  building.  
•  The world is organised spatially i.e. location, 

distribution and pattern. 

Space                             Mapping space  

Where are the 4 corners 
of the earth  

http://www.qgis.org/en/site/  



Maps of anything and everything! 
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Getting started with a free and 
simple GIS program and data use 

ArcGIS online 
http://blogs.esri.com/esri/gisedcom/2009/08/18/arcgis-explorer-new-version-now-available/  

QGIS  http://qgis.org/  



http://www.geogspace.edu.au/support-units/ict-
in-geography/ig-introduction.html  

Resources to support the technology skill development 



http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/  



•  Scale is about the hierarchy of divisions from the personal to the local, regional, 
national, world, regional, global and sometimes, universal.  

•  A map is a scaled snapshot of where we are looking at any time – the zoom snapshot. 

Scale                                The zoom tool 



This is data attached to place 
– we call it spatial data and it 
is the raw material for modern 
geography. 

http://www.publicprofiler.org/ 



•  Place describes specific areas of the Earth’s surface, and range from a small place such as a 
classroom, through to a local area, to a country to a major world region.  

•  The uniqueness of places is closely linked to identity and culture. 
•  Geographers talk about a ‘sense of place’ and the varying of ‘perception of place’. 
•  The characteristics of a place include population, climate, economy, landforms, built 

environment, soils and vegetation, communities, water resources, cultures, minerals, 
landscape, and recreational and scenic quality.  

•  Some characteristics are tangible, such as rivers and buildings, while others are intangible, 
such as wilderness and socioeconomic status.  

Place                             A sense of place 

http://vimeo.com/71032050  
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Concept mapping: Identifying the Concepts in the Achievement Standards 



HASS links to be made 

History concepts 
Civics and Citizenship 
concepts 

Business and Economics 
concepts 



Resources 
 



http://www.geogspace.edu.au/support-units/
overview/supporting-overview.html 
 



http://acleadersresource.sa.edu.au/index.php?page=what_you_value  

http://acleadersresource.sa.edu.au/index.php?
page=what_you_value  





http://
acleadersresource.sa.edu.au/
index.php?page=tuning_in  



http://acleadersresource.sa.edu.au/index.php?
page=bringing_it_to_life  



AGTA’s PROFESSIONAL LEARNING RESOURCES 

http://www.agta.asn.au/Resources/TeachingResources/index.php  



AGTA’s PROFESSIONAL LEARNING PROGRAM AND RESOURCES 

AGTA’s AC: Geography 
professional learning program 

http://www.agta.asn.au/Resources/TeachingResources/index.php   



http://www.agta.asn.au/Resources/
Teaching%20resources/index.php  

AGTA SKILLS BOOKS 



Resources from the UK Geography Association 

recommended by 

AGTA 
http://www.geography.org.uk/shop/  

http://www.geography.org.uk/  



TEXTBOOKS 
A useful  resource for teachers but beware of text books containing  

blackline masters for students - loosely linked to the curriculum! 

Cambridge University Press 

http://www.pearson.com.au/educator/secondary/
browse-resources-online/pearson-
geography-7-10/series-overview/  

https://www.cambridge.edu.au/
education/search?
q_subject=Humanities  

https://www.cambridge.edu.au/education/search?
q_subject=Humanities  



RIC Publications: F-6  

http://www.pearson.com.au/educator/
primary/browse-resources-online/
discovering/  

http://www.ricgroup.com.au/product/australian-curriculum-geography-2/  



http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?
q=geography&field=title&field=text.all&field=topi
c  



http://www.agta.asn.au  



http://spatialworlds.blogspot.com  
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